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MID-CHERWELL

Introduction

This report presents a summary of the history and character of the MidCherwell Neighbourhood Area. It has been prepared by consultants at
AECOM on behalf of Locality, working closely with the Mid-Cherwell
Neighbourhood Plan Group. It is based on a detailed appraisal of the area
carried out through desk study and fieldwork, and is intended to support the
preparation of policies for the Mid-Cherwell Neighbourhood Plan.
Landscape character assessment is a process used to describe and
articulate what is special and distinctive about a particular place by
identifying recognisable patterns of elements or characteristics that make
one landscape different from another. Landscape is defined by the European
Landscape Convention as “an area, as perceived by people, whose character
is the result of the action and interaction of natural and / or human factors”.
This definition is broad and encompasses natural, rural, urban and periurban areas.
The information generated through the process of characterisation
can be used as evidence to support the planning and design process.
This approach is supported by the National Planning Policy Framework
(NPPF), which states that neighbourhood plans should develop robust
and comprehensive policies based on an understanding and evaluation of
the defining characteristics of a parish (DCLG, 2012). In doing so, policies
can ensure that development responds to local character and history, and
reflects the identity of local surroundings and materials, while not preventing
or discouraging appropriate innovation.
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Approach

The approach of this study follows well-established landscape character
assessment techniques. The detailed desk study and fieldwork carried out
to inform the assessment underpins the classification and description of
landscape character areas (LCAs) and broadly follows the process set out
in the Approach to Landscape Character Assessment (Natural England,
2014). That approach has been tailored to meet the specific needs of
the neighbourhood planning process and draws on further best practice
guidance including:
•

Using Historic Landscape Characterisation (Historic England 2004);

•

Character and identity Townscape and heritage appraisals in housing
market renewal areas (Historic England and CABE 2008); and

•

Understanding Place Historic Area Assessments: Principles and
Practice (Historic England 2010).

Historic England (previously English Heritage) has issued a number of
guidance and best practice notes covering a range of issues in relation to the
conservation and management of historic places and heritage assets all of
which are available on the Historic England website (https://historicengland.
org.uk/advice/planning/).

Consultation

A guided site visit and meeting were held on 22nd February 2017 with
members of the Mid-Cherwell Neighbourhood Plan Group. The meeting
was attended by the Chair of the Group and members with a specific
interest and understanding of the historical development and heritage of
the six settlements which form the focus of the assessment. Each of the
six settlements were visited and key aspects of heritage and character and
issues of the area were discussed with members of the neighbourhood plan
group. A number of key considerations emerged from the consultation,
which have informed the preparation of the study. These are summarised
below:
•

Attractive place to live, work and visit;

•

Strong historical and cultural associations;

•

Influence of the Cherwell Valley, railway, canal and river;

•

Importance of views across and along the valley, and between
settlements;

•

Highly valued landscape locally;

•

A variety of buildings, places and spaces;

•

Clear and varied settlement patterns; and

•

Role of manors in settlement development.
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Context

This section of the report describes the location and context of the MidCherwell Neighbourhood Plan area and summarises current planning
policies which are relevant to the study.

Location

The Mid-Cherwell Neighbourhood Plan area is located within Cherwell
District in North Oxfordshire, as shown on Figures 1 and 2. The
Neighbourhood Plan area comprises 11 parishes in the centre of Cherwell
District, located between the two largest towns in the District, Bicester (to
the east) and Banbury (to the north). The area is approximately 77.8km2 in
size and currently has a population of around 7000 people.
The area is predominantly rural with settlement dispersed between a number
of small- to medium- size villages, and a more substantial area of settlement
and development at Heyford Park on and around the site of the Upper
Heyford Airfield in the centre of the Neighbourhood Plan area. The area has
a long history of settlement still evident in the landscape in the present day.

Planning Policy Context
National Planning Policy

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), 2012

The NPPF requires local authorities to set out in their Local Plan a positive
vision for the enhancement and enjoyment of heritage assets (DCLG, 2012).
Part 12 Conserving and enhancing the historic environment clearly states
that local authorities should recognise “the desirability of new development
making a positive contribution to local character and distinctiveness” and
should seek “opportunities to draw on the contribution made by the historic
environment to the character of a place”.

National Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG), 2014

Planning Practice Guidance was reviewed, catalogued and published
on the internet by the Government in 2014 (DCLG, 2014). The section on
design includes guidance on promoting landscape character (Paragraph:
007 Reference ID: 26-007-20140306). It states that “Development should
seek to promote character in townscape and landscape by responding
to and reinforcing locally distinctive patterns of development” and that
the “successful integration of all forms of new development with their
surrounding context is an important design objective”.
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Figure 1: Context
Mid-Cherwell Neighbourhood Plan Boundary
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MID-CHERWELL
Local Planning Policy

The Cherwell Local Plan 2011-2031 Part 1, adopted July 2015

The Cherwell Local Plan 2011-2031 Part 1 sets out the vision for the District
and the policies adopted by Cherwell District Council to deliver the vision.
The local plan includes several policies of relevance to landscape, character,
and heritage.
Policy ESD 13 Local Landscape Protection and Enhancement seeks to
protect, conserve and enhance the local landscape character of Cherwell
District by considering the type, scale and design of development, and
requires adverse impacts to be mitigated as far as possible through design
and landscape measures. It expects development proposals to have regards
to the Oxfordshire Wildlife and Landscape Study (OWLS).
Policy ESD 15 The Character of the Built and Historic Environment seeks
to ensure the conservation of the built and historic environment, requiring
development proposals to protect, conserve and enhance the historic
environment and the setting of heritage assets; and to “contribute positively
to … character and identity by creating or reinforcing local distinctiveness
and respecting local topography and landscape features, including skylines,
valley floors, significant trees, historic boundaries, landmarks, features or
views, in particular within designated landscapes, within the Cherwell Valley
and within conservation areas and their setting.”
Additionally, there are five policies, Policy Villages 1 to Policy Villages 5
which are relevant to the villages within the Mid-Cherwell Neighbourhood
Area, including development at Heyford Park.

Saved Policies of the Cherwell Local Plan, 1996

In addition to the Cherwell Local Plan 2011-2031 Part 1, there are a number
of policies from the Cherwell Local Plan 1996 which have been saved and
still apply until such time that Cherwell District Council adopt the Cherwell
Local Plan 2011-2032 Part 2. Policies C11, C23 and C28 are of relevance to
heritage, views and character.
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Figure 2: Neighbourhood Plan Area
Mid-Cherwell Neighbourhood Plan Boundary
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Mid-Cherwell Neighbourhood Plan Area

The 11 parishes within the Mid-Cherwell Neighbourhood Plan area are
shown on Figure 3, and listed below:
1.

Duns Tew

2.

North Aston

3.

Somerton

4.

Fritwell

5.

Ardley with Fewcott

6.

Upper Heyford

7.

Middle Aston

8.

Steeple Aston

9.

Lower Heyford

10.

Middleton Stoney

11.

Kirtlington

1

3
7

8.

Steeple Aston

11.

Kirtlington

6

9

Category A: Service Villages
Fritwell

5

8

Of the eleven parishes within the Mid-Cherwell area, settlements within
three parishes are identified as Category A Service Villages, and settlements
within two are identified as Category B Satellite Villages. The settlements
identified as Category A and Category B are being considered as suitable to
accommodate minor development and the focus of this study has been on
these five villages and Upper Heyford, due to its proximity to Heyford Park.

4.

4

2

10

11

Category B: Satellite Villages
7.

Middle Aston

9.

Lower Heyford

0

5

Category C: All Other Villages
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Somerton

5.

Ardley with Fewcott
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Upper Heyford

10.

Middleton Stoney
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Figure 3: Mid-Cherwell Parish Overview
Parish with a Category A settlement
Parish with a Category B settlement
Parish with a Category C settlement
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Historical Development

Throughout most of its history, Oxfordshire was divided into fourteen
hundreds (administrative divisions). Historically, the parishes comprising the
neighbourhood area belonged to Ploughley Hundred and Wootton Hundred
(northern part). The villages comprising Ploughley Hundred sat to the east
of the River Cherwell and included, (among other villages) the villages
of Somerton, Ardley, Fewcott, Fritwell, Upper Heyford, Lower Heyford,
Middleton Stoney and Kirtlington. The Wootton Hundred sat to the west of
the River Cherwell and included (among other villages) the villages of Duns
Tew, North Aston, Middle Aston and Steeple Aston.
The county of Oxfordshire was established in the early years of the 10th
century. The present character of the Cherwell Valley has been shaped
by a number of improvements to infrastructure that have both impacted
landscape character and enabled better connectivity. In 1700, toll roads
were constructed to improve communication which had deteriorated
since medieval times. In 1757, the Enclosure Act was introduced by
the government which enclosed open fields and common land creating
legal property rights to previously common land. This had an effect in the
countryside pattern in the valley as well as the whole country. The 18th
century was marked by the completion of the Oxford Canal having a
significant impact on the transport of goods throughout the country. The
Oxford Canal is amongst the earliest of cuts in the Canal Age. It was initially
designed by James Brindley, succeeded by Samuel Simcock and Robert
Whitworth. It opened in sections between 1774 and 1790. In the 1830s, Marc
Brunel and William Cubitt made the most of developments in engineering to
straighten Brindley’s original line. In 1793 an Act of Parliament was passed
for the formation of a turnpike road between Enstone and Bicester, passing
over Heyford Bridge. The Great Western Railway (GWR) opened to Oxford
in 1844 with a terminus station in what is now Western Road, Grandpont.
The GWR took over the Oxford and Rugby Railway while it was still being
built, and opened the line as far as Banbury on 2 September 1850. In more
recent times, the M40 motorway linking London and Birmingham opened in
January 1991. It has had a major effect on traffic use in the area.

Steeple Aston: Church from the north end of Paines Hill

Lower Heyford: Cherwell Valley Line and Oxford Canal from the bridge

Kirtlington: Village pond and housing by North Green

Historical maps of Lower Heyford, Middle Aston and Upper Heyford are
provided in Appendix A, historical maps for Fritwell, Kirtlington and Steeple
Aston can be found in their respective Conservation Area Appraisals.
Steeple Aston: Grange Park

Lower Heyford: Old Red Lion on Station Road
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Steeple Aston: The Alms Houses on North Side

Lower Heyford: Oxford Canal from bridge

MID-CHERWELL

Heritage Assets

There are 239 listed buildings within the neighbourhood plan area, 5 listed
at grade I, 14 listed at grade II* and the rest listed at grade II. A list of these
buildings is included in Appendix B. There are 7 Scheduled Monuments,
10 Conservation Areas and 3 Registered Parks and Gardens within the
neighbourhood plan area, as shown on Figure 4. These are listed below.

Scheduled Monuments
•

Somerton village earthworks, Somerton;

•

Somerton Manor House; earthworks and remains of hall, Somerton;

•

Cold War structures at the former Upper Heyford Airbase (A group of
Cold War structures at the former Upper Heyford Airbase comprising
five distinct areas of protection), Upper Heyford;

•

Tithe Barn (also grade I listed building), Upper Heyford;

•

Ardley Wood moated ringwork, Ardley;

•

Middleton Stoney Castle, Middleton Stoney; and

•

Moated site E of school, Kirtlington.

4
2
1

11
8
9
7

Registered Parks and Gardens
•

Rousham, grade I (only north-eastern part within the neighbourhood
plan area boundary);

•

Middleton Park, grade II; and

•

Kirtlington Park, grade II.

3

5
6

Conservation Areas

1. Duns Tew Conservation Area;
2. North Aston Conservation Area;
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3. Somerton Conservation Area;
4. Fritwell Conservation Area;
5. Steeple Aston Conservation Area;
6. Rousham Conservation Area (incl. Lower and Upper Heyford);
7. RAF Upper Heyford Conservation Area;
8. Fewcott Conservation Area;
9. Ardley Conservation Area;
10. Kirtlington Conservation Area; and

Figure 4: Heritage Assets

11. Oxford Canal Conservation Area.

Scheduled Monument

Local List

Registered Park and Garden

Cherwell District Council is in the process of producing a List of Local
Heritage Assets however there is not an adopted list.

10

Mid-Cherwell Neighbourhood Plan Boundary

Conservation Area
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Reproduced from Ordnance Survey digital map data © Crown copyright 2017. All rights reserved. Licence number 100018504.
© Historic England 2017. Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database right 2017 The Historic England GIS Data contained in this material was obtained on 04 April 2017.
The most publicly available up to date Historic England GIS Data can be obtained from http://www.HistoricEngland.org.uk.
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Landscape Context
Geology and Soils

The underlying geology of an area is often largely hidden from view but
has a strong influence on its character, having been shaped over by natural
processes including erosion and sedimentation over millions of years. These
process help to define the landform, soils, vegetation, drainage and building
materials which are common in an area.
As shown on Figure 5, the bedrock of the area is predominantly made up the
Great Oolite Group that comprises Sandstone, Limestone and Argillaceous
Rocks formed approximately 165 to 168 million years ago in the Jurassic
Period. At this time, the local environment was dominated by shallow
carbonate seas.
The base of the Cherwell Valley and the sides of the Cherwell Valley are formed
of different underlying bedrocks to the rest of the neighbourhood area. The
base of the valley is part of the Lias Group comprising mudstone, siltstone,
limestone and sandstone sedimentary bedrocks formed approximately 172
to 204 million years ago in the Jurassic and Triassic Periods when the area
was dominated by shallow seas. The sides of the Cherwell Valley are part of
the Inferior Oolite Group of limestone, sandstone, siltstone and mudstone
formed approximately 165 to 176 million years ago in the Jurassic Period.
In the south of the area around Kirtlington the bedrock changes to Kellaways
Formation and Oxford Clay Formation which comprises mudstone, siltstone
and sandstone formed approximately 156 to 165 million years ago in the
Jurassic Period.
Soil quality is varied across the area and reflects the underlying bedrock
geology. The majority of the area comprises freely draining lime-rich loamy
soils that are of moderate fertility. The soils around the Cherwell Valley,
and particularly to the western side of the Cherwell Valley are more varied.
There are slowly permeable seasonally wet slightly acid but base-rich loamy
and clayey soils of a moderate fertility in the base of the valley, and freely
draining slightly acid sandy soils of low fertility to the west of Steeple Aston.
Higher up the valley sides in the north of the Cherwell Valley within the
neighbourhood area there are freely draining slightly acid but base-rich soils
that are highly fertile.

0

5

km
Contains OS data © Crown copyright and database right 2017.

Figure 5: Bedrock Geology
Great Oolite Group
Inferior Oolite Group
Kellaways Formation and Oxford Clay Formation
Lias Group
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Topography and Hydrology

The Mid-Cherwell Neighbourhood Plan area is part of a wider smoothly
rolling landscape that is dissected by the Cherwell Valley on a north-south
axis, as shown on Figure 6. The land generally falls gently from north to south
across the area, with a high point of 155m above ordnance datum (AOD) in
the north-west of the area, and a low point of approximately 69m AOD at the
base of the Cherwell Valley in the far south of the area.

142m

The Cherwell Valley is a reasonably narrow valley that creates a sense of
enclosure from its base, and the narrow width of the valley creates a sense of
intimacy between the two valley sides. The valley is a more prominent feature
in the north of the area, where its sides are more pronounced, rising steeply
by approximately 70m from the base to the west, and by approximately 50m
from the base to the east. In the south of the area the sides of the valley rise
more gently.

155m

139m

The primary watercourse through the area is the River Cherwell, which flows
from north to south through the area within the Cherwell Valley. The Oxford
Canal runs generally adjacent to the River Cherwell also on a north to south
axis.

104m

69m
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Figure 6: Topography and Hydrology
Elevation Bands (m AOD)

150m - 160m
140m - 150m
130m - 140m
120m - 130m
110m - 120m
100m - 110m
90m - 100m
80m - 90m
70m - 80m
60m - 70m

River Cherwell
Oxford Canal
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Movement and Connectivity

The north-east of the area is crossed by the M40 motorway, with Junction
10 of the M40 on its eastern boundary, as shown on Figure 7. There are two
‘A’ roads through the area, the A4095 which runs through Kirtlington in the
south of the area, and the A4260 which crosses the west of the area on a
north-south axis. The rest of the area is characterised by ‘B’ roads, minor
roads and residential streets typical of a rural landscape.
Two railway lines cross the area, the Cherwell Valley Line between Didcot
and Banbury which runs through the Cherwell Valley close to the River
Cherwell, and the Chiltern Main Line which crosses the east of the area. The
only station within the neighbourhood area is Heyford, located to the west
of Lower Heyford on the Cherwell Valley Line. Tackley Railway Station is
located approximately 1.5km west of Kirtlington also on the Cherwell Valley
Line, outside the neighbourhood area.
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Figure 7: Movement (Roads and Rail)
Mid-Cherwell Neighbourhood Plan Boundary
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Local Road
Railway Line
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MID-CHERWELL

As shown on Figure 8, there is a comprehensive network of public rights
of way that criss-cross the area, connecting the many villages. There are
also two long-distance recreational trails that cross the area, the Oxford
Canal Walk which runs adjacent to the Oxford Canal through the Cherwell
Valley; and the Oxfordshire Way, which crosses the area on an east-west axis
through Kirtlington in the south of the area. The network of public rights of
way across the area provides good recreational access to the countryside,
in particular through and along the Cherwell Valley.

Figure 8: Movement and Connectivity (Public Rights of Way)
Mid-Cherwell Neighbourhood Plan Boundary
Long Distance Recreational Trail
Public Right of Way
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Settlement

Settlement across the Mid-Cherwell area is largely dispersed between
eleven distinct and separate villages, as shown on Figure 9. The villages
are all of a relatively similar historic character and principally comprise
residential development set around a historical focal point, typically a church.
The exception within the neighbourhood area is higher-density more recent
development at Heyford Park and around the disused airfield.
Residential development in the area saw a modest rise in the early part of
the 21st century, from a total of 2,631 dwellings in 2001 to 2,798 dwellings
in 2011 (ONS, 2011). The increase in settlement was spread across all
eleven parishes, with the greatest increase in dwellings at the Category A
and B settlements of Fritwell, Kirtlington, Steeple Aston and Upper Heyford.
The increase in development at Upper Heyford however is largely due to
increases at Heyford Park as a result of developments around the airfield
that are within the parish of Upper Heyford but not the village.
Between the villages there are isolated and scattered farmsteads comprising
residences and associated farm buildings and infrastructure.
The low density of development across the area and its setting amongst
broad areas of farmland away from major urban areas has resulted in strongly
rural characteristics.
As previously mentioned, the focus in this report is on the five villages
classified as Category A and B settlements by Cherwell District Council, and
Upper Heyford due to its proximity to Heyford Park.

Figure 9: Settlement
Mid-Cherwell Neighbourhood Plan Boundary
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Green Space

The area is a rural landscape criss-crossed by public rights of way that
promote access to the countryside and create useable natural green
spaces out of landscape features such as the Cherwell Valley. In addition,
historic parkland at Kirtlington Park (a Registered Park and Garden) which
is crossed by public rights of way forms an attractive green space on the
eastern side of Kirtlington. There are limited areas of woodland, with the
majority of the area comprising open farmed countryside. Large parts of the
area are remnant historic parklands associated with the many manor houses
in the area, however these areas are either not entirely public access or are
restricted access to paying visitors.
Many of the villages within the area include small village greens at their
centre, or other small-scale green spaces that whilst not for public use, still
form a key part of the identity and character of the village. There are typically
playing fields at each of the villages located close to a village hall to serve the
communities for a wide variety of local events beyond just play. A number of
the villages also include other community green spaces such as allotments.

21

MID-CHERWELL
Views

The underlying landform, historic landscape elements, and notable
landmarks within the landscape make views an important characteristic
within the Mid-Cherwell area.
The Cherwell Valley provides opportunities for far-reaching and panoramic
views from along the valley sides, and more intimate views from within the
base of the valley. Along the Cherwell Valley the strong rural characteristics
of the landscape are apparent, including the small-scale isolated settlements
dispersed along the valley, most notable in views as a result of their churches
standing tall above surrounding woodland. Views within the Cherwell Valley
are more open from the eastern side of the valley than the west, which is
more wooded and has slightly greater enclosure.
Across the area the most prominent recurring landmarks are the churches
at the many small villages within Mid-Cherwell, and the historic water tower
(currently due for demolition) and other structures at the former RAF Upper
Heyford. The churches are often framed within the landscape by surrounding
vegetation, and are often the first indicator of the location of a settlement.
The views between church steeples along the Cherwell Valley, and the
setting of these views, are a particularly characteristic feature.

Church at Upper Heyford within the Cherwell Valley

Church at Kirtlington framed by vegetation in views from Kirtlington Park

The neighbourhood plan group have identified a number of views within the
neighbourhood area which are of particular importance to its history and
character. These views have been used as a reference point in producing
this character assessment. A plan produced by the neighbourhood plan
group showing the location of the views is presented in Appendix C.

Views connecting the churches and settlements are particularly characteristic, in this example the church at Lower Heyford is in the foreground, with the church at Steeple Aston framed by vegetation in the background

22

Historic setting of the church at Fritwell

MID-CHERWELL

Characteristic view within the Cherwell Valley

Former RAF Upper Heyford

Water Tower

Church steeple at
Upper Heyford
Isolated rural settlement set
within open farmland
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National Character Areas

Existing character assessments have been reviewed to provide some
context to this more detailed assessment. The study area falls almost entirely
within National Character Area (NCA) 107: Cotswolds, as defined by Natural
England (Natural England, 2015). A slither of NCA 108: Upper Thames Clay
Vales falls along the southern boundary of the Mid-Cherwell area, however
the characteristics of relevance to provide context to the character of the
study area are within NCA 107, as summarised below.
NCA 107: Cotswolds – The Mid-Cherwell area forms part of the eastern
portion of the NCA. The landscape of this NCA is described as comprising an
open and extensive limestone scarp and high wold dropping moderately to
the south-east, divided by river valleys. The high wold and dip slope is taken
over by arable farms, while the steep slopes of the scarp are dominated
by permanent pasture. On the eastern side the NCA gradually combines
with the neighbouring NCAs and there are closer views as the landscape
becomes smoothed, with river valleys winding their way into the headwaters
of the Thames.
Vegetation includes ancient beech woodland on the upper slopes of the
scarp, oak/ash woodlands on the river valleys and regular blocks of scattered
coniferous and mixed plantations across the open high wold and dip slope.
The field patterns are defined by dry stone walls and hedgerows and are
representative of medieval open field system. Historic influences can be
found in the form of Neolithic barrows, iron-age hill forts, Roman roads and
villas, grand country houses, cloth mills and Second World War airfields.
There is a widespread network of public rights of way.
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MID-CHERWELL
Oxfordshire Wildlife and Landscape Study

At a county level, the area is covered by the Oxfordshire Wildlife and
Landscape Study (OWLS). The OWLS breaks down the area into eight
different landscape character types as shown on Figure 11. The overviews
provided for each of these landscape character types are quoted below.

NU/34

NU/1

The broader landscape character types are broken down further to Local
Character Areas within the OWLS. The character areas are identified by a
unique reference code and a name. The reference codes for each character
area within the Mid-Cherwell area are shown on Figure 11, and listed under
each landscape character type below.

CW/48
CW/47

Clay Vale - “... low lying vale landscape associated with small pasture fields,
many watercourse and hedgerow trees and well-defined nucleated villages.”
•

CW/46

NU/1: Nether Worton; CW/50: Grange Farm (East).

CW/57: Fritwell.

CW/54

CW/48: Steeple Aston; CW/56: Lower and Upper Heyford.

CW/55

River Meadowlands - “... a linear riverine landscape with a flat, well-defined
alluvial floodplain. It has pastoral character with meadows, wet and semiimproved pasture.”
•

CW/53: Oxford Canal; CW/54: River Cherwell (Heyford Common Lock).

CW/59

CW/53

Rolling Clayland - “... landscape with a prominent rolling landform largely
associated with pasture, scattered areas of woodland, hedgerow trees and
willows bordering streams and ditches.”
•

CW/56

CW/50

Farmland Slopes and Valley Sides - “... landscape type with prominent
slopes within broader valleys. It is occupied by a mixed pattern of pasture
and arable land. Long-distant views across the valleys are characteristic.”
•

CW/59

CW/57

Farmland Plateau - “... is characterised by a high limestone plateau with a
distinctive elevated and exposed character, broad skies and long-distant
views. Large-scale arable fields dominate the landscape, with some mediumsized plantations partially obscuring the otherwise open views.”
•

CW/51

CW/55: Dashwood Lock.

Vale Farmland - “... vale landscape defined by regularly-shaped, arable fields
enclosed by hawthorn hedges and hedgerow trees. A nucleated settlement
pattern is also a characteristic feature of the landscape type.”
•

NU/34: Souldern Grounds.

Wooded Estatelands - “... wooded estate landscape characterised by arable
farming and small villages with a strong vernacular character.”
•

CW/51: North Aston; CW/59: Middleton Stoney.

Wooded Valley Pasture and Slopes - “... landscape type includes pastoral
and wooded landscapes associated with the steep slopes and valleys of
small streams and main rivers.”
•

CW/46: Westcott Barton; CW/47: Duns Tew (West).

Further detailed information including landscape strategy and key
recommendations for the landscape character types is available on:
http://owls.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
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Figure 11: OWLS Landscape Types
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